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To ¥hom It Huy Concerns

The following irformation pertaing to the saddle, cnce owned by my father, Howsrd
fawks, known as Pancho VAlla's saddle, It s of red ok leather emdreddered in sil-
ver piteads done in ths pattern of snakes and flomals, The cornchas are cof colled
¢raxes end the saddle horn is done in two entwired snskes, The cantle displays &
rose floral deeign, The moat distinetive charactsristios gre in the stirrups which
%re 1sid with two roses and 0ld English style initials F V ( for Francisco V41llg),
hese tritials also appear In front of the ssddie horn, '

According to my father, the saddis wes given to him by Pancho Villa's wife,
whoen ke wad in Mexdoo filming the mevie "Viva VAlle® in 1933+ Ky earliast memorise
of the saddle involve playing “Cowboy" on it when I was § or 6 years old in the
11d-1930"'s, It sat on a wéoden mock-up of a horse in the family room of our home
in Benedict Canyon until spproximately 1940, and later An the tack roecm of our home
¢ Morsza Drive until the early 1950's, In 1954, my father went ¢ Europe and Afri-
da 4o film Ylang -0f The Pharaoha y-the house was &0ld,‘and I did not see the saddle
4zain until about 1982, The saddle had apparently "disappeared® at the time :of the
sale of my father's property and the storage of his furnishings, When he raturned
(bout three yeers later, he 1ived in & home in Palm Springs, and the saddls vas not
2mong his things there. Years later he was watching s television suction OF . oLUmer -
dial and recognired the saddle being advertized for sale, - S

(July 13, 1976 Hovard Hawks filed a theft report with the Palm Springs.Police
Dept, The sac’ldle ‘was “geizod under & search warrant 4ssued by thi Freano Datrict
Attorrey's office). , AR o

The saddle had gone through several hands, and had last been purehﬁii&"‘lsy_-a ¥r. -~
Les Perry. In g court settiement in 1982, the estate of Howard Hawks received the
Fancho Villa seddle axd 4t 48 now back in the possession of the Hawks family, S
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